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DDA 76-0068 


STATINTL 


MEMORANDUM FOR; Special Counsel to the Director 


SUBJECT 


Coiranents on Matheny Note 


REFERENCE 


Note to 
dtd 8 

concerning 


John Matheny 
letter 

disclosures (ER 76-6048) 


1. While subscribing to the concerns which give 
rise to the proposed letter, the DDA recommends against 

it. 


2 It can do little more than to antagonize the 
addressees, and we doubt if it will enlist their support 
in refraining from any such publications that they ^®sire. 
We would propose a more political and less 
accomplish the same end, i.e. , maybe by word of mouth, 
pressure froin their minority colleagues. 


iT Oxih F 4 


'C S, 

Blake 
Deputy Director 
for 

Administration 


Distribution: 

Orig ^ 1 ~ SC/DCI 

DDA Subject w/re£ (DDA 76-0067) 
1 - DDA Chrono 
1 - JFB Chrono 
1 - JNM Chrono 
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TRANSMITTAL SLIP 


Morning Meeting Participants 


The attached was received 
fromthe White House this 
morning. Please submit 
your comments by COB, 

8 January. 


SC/DCI 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


Dear Mr. Chairman: - ' ' ' . . 

I am \'vrlting to you and to Senator Church, on behalf of th * 
■ President to express his concern over recent disclosure? 
both the House and Senate Select Committees investigatii. 
foreign intelligence activities. ’During tlae course of the 
investigations there have been several unauthori^ecl disc 
of classified information,- the most recent of which invol 
draft House Select Committso reports on USepy^it^er 
The Senate Select Committee has also acteg^^^unwdsel^in 
-detailed reports on US clandestine activities abroad repl^ 
names and details clearly in excess of those required to 
their point. . . , ‘ ' 


by 
g US 
4 © 

osures 
[red ■ 
ations, 
publishing 
te v?ith 
Imake 


As "but 

the pub- 
jvery ■ 
e to the 
|sfcroycd. 


The President has asked me to emphasize to you that sut h actions 
cannot continue if this Administration is to retain any semblance 
of control over the conduct of the nation's foreign, policy, 
one example^ “we have received word that, subsequent to 
lication of one of the Senate reports, the leader of those 
factions that might have pi'ovided a democratic alternati-d 
subjecl- country's military regime haa been, politically de^ 
and personally tainted by publication of tli-e fact of his in^ olvemeafc 
with the CIA. I need not remind the. Senate Select Committee that 
the President's appeal to refrain from publishing such a report of 
this nature, much less the naxnes and details of the participants,' 
went virtually miheoded. There is a possibility that, we: :.o current 
drafts of House Select Committee reports on US covert activities 
abroad published, similar events could occur which wouli have 
an even greater effect on future US foreign policy optiong. 


In light of recent events, it is also 


not: -unreasonable to assu;ca 


that further disclosures about clandestine US activities a 
whether through leaks tr> the press or from unilateral Co 
decisions to publioh classified data, could have untold co 
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runittee 

isequences 
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r our 
the 
of 


for. the safety of our Embassy per sonnel' overseas and ^ 

. caoabilifcy’to solicit cooperation from foreign sources xc 
future -- cooperation which is vital to the cont^ued flov 
reliable foreign intelligence. ‘ 

It is the firm hone of tliis Administration that it can conjiinue 
to ^vork with each Select Committee to find ways to improve the 
performance of our tntelUgence Community. You can bb aaeured 
that appropriate agencies of the Executive Branch stand ready 
, to cooperate fully in offering’ any assistance the Select 
Committees may require in completing the drafting and 


jits nature 
atlons or 


of the*ir reports. The President asku only that you pau^e^to 
reflect on whether or not the publication of data that by 
cannot help but have a negative impact on US foreign 
perhaps even endanger the safety or well being of Americans 
serving abroad is truly in the national interest, ■ 

. As we approach the New Year, let us both, the Executiye and the 
' Congress', demonstrate to the people of this country that there xs 
a re'sponsible'and yet effective way to carry on the business of 
investigating a vital component o£ our national security without 
endangering’tbe very security this component was designed to 
protect. • ‘ 

. • Sincerely, 


finaliising 


Honorable Otis G» Pike 
Chairman 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
U. S. House of Representatives 
WashLngto.tT, D, C. 20515 
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